Strategic overview
Turn 7: Strategic Considerations

The Soviets are continuing their bombing campaign against the Finnish airforce, and the Finnish fighter
strength is dwindling rapidly. Of course, the Soviets are also suffering but, unlike the Finns, they actually
have the production to replace their losses. This way, the Finns have lost 52 aircraft during the Soviet turn
(out of a total of 65 Axis Aircraft). With 64 fighters left in reserve and no production, this will not be
sustainable for long.

My response will be to withdraw most Finnish Air Groups to the National Reserve as | approach the Finnish
“No Attack” line north of Leningrad. This will include all recon, all bomber and all heavily fatigued Soviet
fighters. For now, the Finns will simply settle down and await the outcome of the battles to the south.
Leaving a total of around 100 active fighters, | can then move one of the airfields to the rear and use this as
a “staging base” for Air Groups going back to the front.



The North

Situational assessment

The Soviets are still holding on to their positions near Pskov. They have even conducted a series of minor
attacks against the German spearheads, although with little success. My units are still relatively low on
fatigue due to the closeness of the Axis railheads.

Standing opposite this, | pretty much have two Panzer Groups and one strong Infantry Army (the 18"
Army). My main problem in the attack will be the limited space | have available for the buildup of forces.

Behind the front, there are several Soviet Airfields with plenty of Air Groups. However, many of these have
been marked by the fighting and currently have less than 10 aircraft in each. On the other hand, | have one
Fighter Sweep Group (fatigued), one Combat support group, one Primary Bomber Group and one Soaking
Bomber Group available.

Planning

This turn, | will attack directly north along the shores of Lake Pskov. | will start with an attack on the 14=60
stack northwest of Pskov by all adjacent units. | will then follow up, hopefully, with moving units into
position and making follow up attacks as | go north.

These attacks will obviously be supported by all the available Air Groups, and | hope to diminish the size of
the local Rad Army Air Force even further doing this.

Execution



The first attack on the Soviets northwest of Pskov failed! Amazingly, the three Soviet Divisions withstood an
attack by nine of the best divisions available to the Wehrmacht. Losses were exceptionally high among the
German Panzers, and looking over the loss report in detail, the Soviet tanks present were second rate. The
attack did succeed in reducing the level of Soviet defense from 14=60 to 11=25.
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Moving fresh Infantry Divisions into position, | then did a follow up attack with six Infantry Divisions of the
18™ Army. This attack saw the activation of two reserve Rifle Divisions but still managed to carry the day for
the Germans.
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Continuing with the attacks, | finally was able to take five whole hexes through the combined effort of two
Panzer Groups and one very strong Infantry Army. | feel extremely uncomfortable when exercising this kind
of “trench warfare”, and | consistently think | am missing some important aspect.

In order to hopefully speed thing up a little over the coming turns, | have reassigned around ten sapper
batallions from the armies in AGC to either the 18" Army of to Panzer Group lll. | hope this will allow me to
gain some more ground. Combined with the fact that | now have a little more room for maneuver, | hope to
put some speed into my advance again soon.

Below is an image of the situation in the north, as | give the turn to Sparkley.
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Situational Assessment

In the center, the Soviets continue the fight up close with heavy stacks. In order to cover the units
threatened with encirclement, they have stacked heavily to the north of the German Pincer, with ten Rifle
Divisions and a Tank Division.

This has left their northern flank, near Stanislavov, dangerously exposed, and an attack by the arriving
Panzers (outside the above view), may be able to break the line here and exploit the situation by encircling
several Soviet divisions. South of Vitebsk, the Soviets have also placed several Rifle Divisions in a defensive
position in the woods.

Along the Dnepr, the 4™ Army has finally reached the river in some locations, but are not in a position to do
more than attempt to establish a bridgehead and take the city of Mogilev.

Planning

This turn, | will be fairly ambitious in this area. First, | will attempt to push aside the defenders at
Stanislavov in orer to clear the way for a Panzer push on Nevel. This push will also strike southeast at the
2=7 stack at the base of the existing German pincer in order to encircle the Soviet Rifle Divisions holding the
swamps. If | succeed in this attack, | will have encircled somewhere around ten Rifle Divisions.

At the same time, | will use the 2" Army to attack the 3=16 stack south of Vitebsk, in order to clear the path
for an attack on the city itself. If | manage to take the city, | can push the Motorized Division north of
Vitebsk to the east, all but encircling another eight Rifle Divisions and one Tank Division.

Finally, I will try to take Mogilev, while also attempting to force the Dnepr south of the city in order to
continue the threat of encircling the Pripyat Marshes.

Execution

Starting out the attacks in the center, | saw one of the best defensive actions | have ever seen, with the
defending CV increased by a factor of nine.
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The follow up attack on the same division gave another “interesting” result.
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This apparently is not so much an anomaly, as it is the new normal for the turn. As the attacks proceeded |
saw Soviet divisions retreat from combat again and again. The record was one Soviet Rifle Division (1
Moscow PM Rifle Division) suffering four defeats at the hands of the German Panzers and simply retreating
through all attacks. The final attack is shown below.
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This, combined with the demands for heavy German CV advantage in the attacks has meant that | have
achieved far less in the northern pincer than | had hoped for. While | have encircled nine Rifle Divisions, the
Soviets can simply move back one hex and establish a new line

South of the Dvina, my infantry attacks were successful, and | ended up taking Vitebsk. The attack on the
city was conducted by six Infantry Divisions and inflicted heavy damage on the defenders, although all units
ended up withdrawing. The attack also, once again, showed that the soviet fighter aircraft soon gives up on
protecting the bombers, leaving those to fly alone against the German fighters.
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| fear that the outcome will be that most of the Soviet Divisions north of Vitebsk will be able to reestablish a
safe contact with the main Soviet lines come the Soviet phase. | can not help but feel that | should
somehow have been able to get more out of the situation. For example by simply encircling the already



endangered units and leaving the northern flank alone. | will just have to wait and see what Sparkley will be
able to make of the situation.

Further south, | have taken Mogilev in an attack by four Infantry Divisions. At this attack, | noticed that the
Soviets were flying bombers with fighter cover again, so | assume they are under a different Front
command than the ones | have been attacking at Vitebsk.
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Below is an image of the center, as | give the turn to Sparkley.
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Situational Assessment

South of the Pripyat Marshes, the Soviets have begun pulling their units back through the swamps. The
Germans can continue their advance northeast, but it is no certainty that anything will be caught in the
process.

At Kiev, the Germans are now able to move two Infantry Divisions up for an attack on the city, but much
depends on the strength of the Soviet units defending the city.

Further south, the Soviets have strengthened their defense of the river at the sections where the Germans
have closed on the river. As the is a single Soviet unit holding the river line northwest of Kanev, | will move
a German division close in order to gauge the strength of the defense at this position. Doing this has
revealed a 1=11 Soviet Tank Division holding the hills.

The Soviets are also counterattacking towards Kirovograd with a lone Cavalry Division. This has displaced a
Panzer HQ, but even so, | am not sure it was worth it, as the Panzer’s would receive little fuel anyway.

At Odessa, the Soviet defenses remain in position with one Rifle Division and two Tank Divisions.
Planning

At the Pripyat Marshes, the 6™ Army will continue to attack towards the northeast, still hoping to catch a
Soviet division or two. At the same time, the 6 Army will continue in the direction of Kiev, where | may
decide to conduct an attack on the city.

Further south, | will launch a heavy attack at the 1=11 Tank Division hoping to rout it out of the way, cleaing
the path for an attack across the river with parts of the Panzer Corps that did an HQBU last turn. If this
succeeds, | will displace all the Soviet airfields and more or less encircle several Soviet divisions. Much
depends on the initial attack, as | practically needs to wipe out the defensive value of the Tank Division. For
each retreat, it will “cost” me at least one extra mobile division, and | only have five capable of an effective
attack across the river.

As my infantry on the south side of the river all have few MP available, several of these divisions are unable
to support an attack across the river (cost nine mp), and the few that can attack has restrictions on where
they are able to attack.

Execution

At Pripyat, | have reencircled a lone Soviet Rifle Division, while at Kiev, the defenders of the city are to
strong to commit to a real attack.

The attack on the 1=11 Tank Division guarding the Dnepr crossings were a stunning success. | even
managed to rout the division, meaning that the crossing of the Dnepr would be a lot easier by my follow up
divisions.
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Show Details

A follow up attack by two reinforced Infantry Divisions across the Dnepr also succeeded in retreating the
Soviet defenders, resulting in a very loose pocket with four Rifle Divisions and a Cavalry Division centered
around Cherkassy.

At this point, | still had one Motorized Division with 50MP left, and had to make a decision on how best to
use it. There were plenty of options including swinging north into the rear of the defenders of Kiev, going
wild to replace as many Soviet airbases as possible or just using it to strengthen the existing bridgeheads
across the Dnepr. | decided on the last, as | will be left without any sort of MP on my southern Panzers for
some time to come now.

Finally, | have moved three Infantry Divisions into position for an attackon Odessa. While | have no pioneers
available, | will probablystill atttack, should the Soviets decide to stay put. | have deliberately left the hex
northeast of Odessa in Soviet control, hoping any withdrawing units will retreat here rather then over the
ocean.

Below is an image of the situation in the south, as | give the turn to Sparkley.






Conclusion

In the air, | have set all fatigued (20+ fatigue) German Single Seat Fighters in “Defend Airfields” mode (2
hexes), while all non fatigued fighters are set to a range of ten hexes. Meanwhile, all Axis minors are set to
defend their own airfields.

This turn has mainly been marked by the Axis attempts to cross various rivers. | have found that this is
actually a lot harder to do, as the Germans often simply lack the MP to conduct powerfull attacks. Losses
ove rthe fighting has been significant with the Axis losing almost 26.000 men and 200 AFV since my last
turn (17.500 of the men are disabled). Opposite this, the Soviets has lost 135.000 men and 1200 AFV
(including 36.000 disabled).

In the air, the Axis have lost 123 aircraft since my last turn, including 18 German single seat fighters (most
of would have been withdrawn anyway). The Soviets meanwhile have lost 952 aircraft including 79 tactical
bombers and 53 recon aircraft. However, losses of MiG-3’s and LaGG-3’s fall well short of production.

The Germans has so far “liberated” a decent amount of Soviet war material, as can be seen on the chart
below.
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